
BIRSTALL & DISTRICT POOL LEAGUE – 2019/2020 RULES CHANGES 

At the AGM held on the 1 July 2019, the following Proposals were put to the floor for the upcoming 
2019/2020 season.  The outcome of voting on these Proposals is below and the updated rules will be 
issued alongside this document: 
 
1. Instead of tossing for the first frame the away team break the first frame with the home team 

refereeing, then the break and referee alternate throughout the match.  This gives every team 
the same breakoffs throughout the season 
CARRIED: Rule 8 amended 
 

2. Breakoff to be decided by a lag rather than a toss of a coin. 
REJECTED: Proposal number 1 passed instead 
 

3. One shot of in off on the break, 2 if white off the table or balls don’t hit the cushion 
REJECTED: To continue with the old EPA ruling for foul breaks 
 

4. Clarity on if the home or away team should announce their next player first to allow for 
appropriate opponent to be named. 
CARRIED: Refer to and use Rule 25 
 

5. Removal of nomination rule especially when obvious what the intention is (often feels like a 
chance to trick the other team into fouling if they forget to nominate) 
REJECTED: Continue with Rule 9 
 

6. Introduction of a single scotch doubles along with 2 of the traditional doubles 
REJECTED: Continue with existing format – Rule 5 
 

7. Allow all players to use match table during the break when the only table available (not sure 
how this is an advantage when it is ok to play on other tables if venue has them 
REJECTED: Continue with Rule 3 
 

8. Matches this season have regularly gone past 11.30pm and there’s a lot of dithering.  Would it 
be possible to say the first frame must start by 8:15 and then a maximum of 5 minutes between 
the end of one frame to the next, with the exclusion of supper break where a 15-minute break 
between those frames applies 
REJECTED: Continue with Rule 3 
 

9. Refund of £10 to offended home team where the away team don’t turn up/cancel game 
REJECTED: Rule 3 already covers this; however, cost now increasing to £20 per forfeited match 
if less than 24 hour’s notice is given for the cancellation.  Anything paid out by the Committee 
on behalf of your team MUST be repaid before you will be allowed to renew your membership 
for the next season. 

 
PLEASE ENSURE ALL YOUR TEAM MEMBERS ARE CONVERSANT WITH ANY NEW RULE CHANGES 


